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Primary sources are original materials that are close to an event, and are often accounts
written by people who are directly involved. ...... An account of a traffic incident written by a
witness is a primary source of information about the event; similarly, a scientific paper docu-
menting a new experiment conducted by the author is a primary source on the outcome of that
experiment. Historical documents such as diaries are primary sources. ......

A secondary source provides an author’s own thinking based on primary sources, generally
at least one step removed from an event. It contains an author’s analysis, evaluation, interpre-
tation, or synthesis of the facts, evidence, concepts, and ideas taken from primary sources. ......
They rely on primary sources for their material, making analytic or evaluative claims about
them. ...... a review article that analyzes research papers in a field is a secondary source for
the research. ...... A book by a military historian about the Second World War might be a sec-
ondary source about the war, but where it includes details of the author’s own war experiences,
it would be a primary source about those experiences. A book review too can be an opinion,
summary or scholarly review ......

Tertiary sources are publications such as encyclopedias and other compendia that summarize
primary and secondary sources. ...... Many introductory undergraduate-level textbooks are

regarded as tertiary sources because they sum up multiple secondary sources
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