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The statistics community and the misconduct issue for Japanese official statistics
How the government, experts, and non-experts responded
to the problem of the Monthly Labour Survey

TANAKA Sigeto

(Tohoku University)

In Japan, we have recently witnessed several cases of long-overlooked misconduct in official statistics. The
Japanese statistics community, which comprises people who are interested and skilled in statistics and capable
of reading Japanese, does not appear to have made a remarkable contribution to detecting such misconduct. To
discover the reason, this study focused on the incorrect method for estimating the number of workers introduced
in 2018 to the Monthly Labour Survey by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW). On the basis
of literature published since 2018, the author revealed that both inspecting committees in the government and
external statistical experts overlooked indications of method alteration as well as the biases resulting from it,
because they worked only on documents and explanations prepared by the MHLW. The finding suggests that,
with the exception of a few non-expert citizens in the periphery, the Japanese statistics community lacks data-
based criticism. At the core of the community, statistical experts uncritically and unjustifiably approve what
government statisticians contend, without conducting original research on publicly available data.
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1. 20184 1 HRV F~— 7 BUHHRFREER F@E L : 1ERDONFRE & FHEFHE

(a) N> F v — 7 BN & D HERHREE MG B E RO 5y

FEFTHI PERDAFIE (x) FHEFHE (y) 7= (yx) e (y/x)
1000 ALL | 15,682 53,508 37,826 3.412
500-999 A 270,637 -332,059 -602,696 -1.227
100-499 A 160,274 -260,755 —421,029 -1.627
30-99 A 343,286 1,146,940 803,654 3.341
5-29 A -1,862,082 -1,902,003 -39,921 1.021
=} -1,072,203 —1,294,369 —222,166 1.207
(b) R T~ — 7 T RTOHEF AR 57 {817 Sk
FEFTHI PERDAFIE (x) FHEFHE (y) 7= (yx) e (y/x)
1000 ALL | 3,252,250 3,216,880 -35,370 0.989
500-999 A 2,271,270 3,195,713 924,443 1.407
100-499 A 10,040,943 10,815,134 774,191 1.077
30-99 A 12,883,435 11,155,734 -1,727,701 0.866
529 A 22,268,603 22,335,494 66,891 1.003
7t 50,716,501 50,718,955 2,454 1.000
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(y) (X 2021 4F 5 A SRR (https://www.mhlw.go.jp/toukei/list/dl/maikin-20180927-01.pdf 2021 4F 10 H 26 H Bi%) I &
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